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Background note 

Digital Decade Futurium Community – Deep dive into Multi-Country Projects (MCPs)  

13th January, 2022 (12:30-2:30pm) 

 

1. What are Multi-Country Projects? 

Multi-Country Projects (MCPs) are large-scale projects. They are a centrepiece of the “Path to the 

Digital Decade” policy programme proposal designed to contribute to Europe’s achievement of 

the digital decade objectives, including with reference to resilience, digital sovereignty and 

competitiveness) and to the Union’s industrial recovery. More specifically, MCPs will be 

implemented through the appropriate instrument (e.g. Joint Undertaking, IPCEI, EDIC) whose 

features match the needs of a given project. In each MCP, the Commission will have the role 

defined in the implementation instrument used for the project. This initiative will allow Member 

States to pool investments from European, national and private resources, which currently is not 

possible under a single umbrella, as well as to build digital capacities they would not be able to 

develop on their own. Some Member States have already outlined investments into MCPs in their 

National Recovery and Resilience Plans (RRPs).  

MCPs will facilitate investments in areas like: 

 

Please note: this indicative list may be updated with any new MCP needed to meet social, 

economic or environmental developments. 

 

The Path to the Digital Decade policy programme, once adopted, will enable the Commission to 

help Member States identify, set-up and implement new multi-country projects in the future with 

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_4630
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_21_4630
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a step by step approach. As first step, the Commission publishes a call for expression of interest 

addressed to all Member States. If at least three Member States express interest in an MCP and 

propose commitments, the Commission shall give guidance on the choice of the appropriate 

implementation mechanism and on the sources of funding. The Commission can either propose 

an existing implementation system or, where there is no other legal instrument, the policy 

programme foresees a new legal structure, the European Digital Infrastructure Consortium 

(EDIC), which will enable swift and flexible implementation and allow interested Member States 

to deploy and operate infrastructure together.  

For more information on MCPs, we invite you to take a look at the Digital Decade factsheet. 

 

2. Areas for Multi-Country Projects identified by the Commission: 

 

A. Genomics 

Genomics is becoming increasingly important globally. It has the potential to revolutionize 
healthcare and provide new impactful research, leading to the development of more targeted 
and personalized medicines, therapies and interventions. It can also ensure more precise 
diagnostics and has the potential to improve the effectiveness, accessibility, sustainability and 
resilience of health systems in the EU.  

The 1+ Million Genomes initiative demonstrates the EU’s commitment to stay at the forefront of 
global efforts implementing genomics for healthcare, research and health policy purposes. This 
initiative brings together 22 EU countries and Norway (the UK also signed the 1+ M Declaration 
back in 2018). Its goal is to have at least 1 million sequenced human genomes accessible via a 
federated network.  

In order to achieve its goals, the initiative requires collaboration from a number of stakeholders, 
from health professionals, to researchers, decision-makers, patient organizations, industry and 
more. In late 2020, the Commission created a special group (1+MG Group), co-chaired by the 
Commission and an EU country representative, with the view of facilitating the coordination at 
the level of national representatives of the signatory countries.  

Signatories also came up with and adopted the 1+MG Roadmap 2020-2022, providing a clear 
perspective for tangible outcomes over the next years. The roadmap is currently being reviewed 
and soon will be updated to include the implementation and sustainability phase covering the 
period 2022-27. The implementation of the initiative is supported and coordinate at operational 
level by the Horizoz 2020 project Beyond 1 Million Genomes (B1MG).  

 

https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/library/policy-programme-path-digital-decade-factsheet
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/1-million-genomes
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/1mg-group
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/dae/document.cfm?doc_id=69606
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B1MG also supports and coordinates the Genome of Europe, a multi-country project, bringing 
together European countries to build a high-quality European network of national genomic 
reference cohorts, representative of the European population. 

To this end, all countries involved generate via whole genome sequencing a national genomic 
reference dataset based on their own national population cohort, all according to jointly 
established ‘1+Million Genomes-proof’ guidelines. Each country’s dataset will form a unique 
national reference collection in its own right. Collectively, cross-linked via the 1+MG initiative and 
with the 1+ MG dataset, the national collections will establish a world-class European reference 
data resource (The Genome of Europe) that will benefit personalized healthcare, research and 
national public health measures, e.g. screening programmes and wider disease prevention 
strategies.  

The setting up of a possible EDIC is intended to be proposed to ensure sustainability of the 1+MG 
initiative (including The Genome of Europe) and its data infrastructure that will be created by a 
project under Digital Europe (Federated European infrastructure for genomics data; call now 
open here). Its objective is to support the deployment of an infrastructure needed to make 
harmonised European genomic data resources and linked clinical, phenotypic and other 
information, where available and relevant, securely findable and accessible across national 
borders. The EDIC will provide long-term coordination of all related EU activities on genomics 
(1+MG initiative, The Genome of Europe and the federated infrastructure), with the legal 
personality allowing for establishing clear ownership, commitment and liability. It will bring 
together relevant partners (public and possibly private ones) and help ensure public trust that is 
a necessary condition for projects working on health data. 

 

B. Data infrastructures and services  

The Commission announced a High Impact Project on European Data Spaces and federated cloud 

infrastructures and services as part of its European strategy for data. The project benefits from a 

€2 billion investment to develop data processing infrastructures, data sharing tools, architectures 

and governance mechanisms for thriving data sharing and to federate energy-efficient and 

trustworthy cloud infrastructures and related services. The project creates, inter alia, data spaces 

that allow free flow of data across sectors, such as health, agriculture, energy and public 

administration, and countries. 

The High Impact Project consists of two interlinked pillars: on the one hand, innovative data 

ecosystems and, on the other hand, the necessary data processing infrastructure and services. 

Both will be part of the MCP in European Common Data Infrastructure and Services.  

The European Common Data Infrastructure and Services employs both the European Digital 

Infrastructure Consortium (EDIC) and the Important Projects of Common European Interest 

(IPCEI) frameworks, which will complement each other in implementing this MCP. The EDIC 

https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/1-million-genomes
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/digital-2021-cloud-ai-01-fei-ds-genomics
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/strategy-data
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framework will be used for the implementation of the Common European Data Spaces, as it, inter 

alia, enables coordination at EU level and at the same time allows for flexibility for Member States 

to become a part of the EDIC at any time. The IPCEI framework is used for the Next Generation 

Cloud Infrastructure and Services because this framework, among other benefits, allows for a 

large volume of joint investment, including national and private investments, via the 

compatibility basis under State Aid rules. 

 

C. Blockchain  

One of the multi-country digital projects discussed aims to unlock the potential value of 

blockchain, in particular for public services. The technology has the potential to drastically change 

and improve how information is shared and transactions are carried out online. Blockchain allows 

people and organisations who may not know or trust each other to collectively agree on and 

permanently record information without a third-party authority.  

The European Blockchain Service Infrastructure (EBSI) has been developed in cooperation with 

the European Blockchain Partnership, which includes all Member States, Norway and 

Lichtenstein. The vision for EBSI is to become a functioning network where Members can flexibly 

use the infrastructure to cooperate for cross-border public services, connect existing solutions or 

integrate specific services. EBSI also aims to become a network where different actors – on EU, 

Member State or local level – can use the existing infrastructure to propose other services. The 

first use cases currently in pilot allow for the verification or sharing of credentials such as identity, 

diplomas and other documents. 

EBSI has been identified as a potential use case for a European Digital Infrastructure Consortium 

(EDIC), as it allows for a customised governance system and safeguards potential investments of 

EU Member States under the RFF. 

https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/policies/european-blockchain-services-infrastructure

